
Documents> State Constitution of 1974 > Article VIII 

Preamble 

ARTICLE VIII. EDUCATION 

The goal of the public educational system is to provide learning environments and experiences, at all stages of human development, that are humane, just, and designed to promote excellence in order that every individual may be afforded an equal opportunity to develop to his full potential. 

§1. Public Educational System 

Section 1. The legislature shall provide for the education of the people of the state and shall establish and maintain a public educational system. 

§2. State Superintendent of Education 

Section 2. There shall be a superintendent of education for public elementary and secondary education who, subject to provisions for appointment in lieu of election set forth in Article IV. Section 20, of this constitution, shall be elected for a term of four years. If the office is made 
appointiYe, the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shall make the appointment. He shall be the administrative head of the Department of Education and shall implement the policies of the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and the laws affecting 
schools under its jurisdiction. The qualifications and other po\\·ers, functions, duties, and responsibilities. of the superintendent shall be provided by law. 

§3. State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Section 3.(A) Creation; Functions. The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education is created as a body corporate. It shall supervise and control the public elementary and secondary schools and special schools under its jurisdiction and shall have budgetary responsibility for 
all funds appropriated or allocated by the state for those schools, all as pro\·ided by law. The board shall have other powers, duties, and responsibilities as provided by this constitution or by law, but shall have no control o\·er the business affairs of a city, p,arish, or other local public 
school board or the selection or removal of its officers and employees; however, the board shall ha.Ye the. power to supervise, manage, and operate or provide for the supervision, management, and operation of a public elementary or secondary school which has bee.n determined to be 
failing, including the power to receive, control, and expend state funds appropriated and allocated pursuant to Section 13(B) of this Article, any local contribution required by Section 13 of this Article, and any other local reYenue available to a school board with responsibility for a 
school determined to be failing in amounts that are calculated based on the number of students in attendance in such a school, all in the manner proYided by and in accordance with law. 

(B)(l) Membership; Terms. The board shall consist of eleven members, eight of whom shalt be elected from single-member districts, \vhich shall be determined as provided by law, and three of\vhom shall be appointed by the governor from the state at large, with consent of the 
Senate. Members shall serve terms of four years, which shall be concurrent with the term of the governor. 

(2) No person who has served as a member of the board for more than two and one-half terms in three consecutive te.nns shall be elected or appointed to the board for the succeeding tenn. This Subparagraph shall not apply to any person elected or appointed to the board prior to the 
effective date of this Subparagraph, except that it shall apply to any term of service of any such person that begins after such date. 

(C) Vacancy. A vacancy in the office of an e.lected member, if the remaining portion of the term is more than one year, shall be filled for the remainder of the term by election, as provided by law. Other vacancies shall be filled for the remainder of the term by appointment by the 
governor. 

Amended by Acts 1979, No. 800, §1, approved Oct. 27, 1979, eff. Dec. 1, 1979; Acts 1998 1st. Ex. Sess., No. 170, §1, approved Oct. 3, 1998, eff. Nov. 5, 1998; Acts 2003, No. 1293, §1, approved Oct. 4, 2003, eff. Nov. 6, 2003; Acts 2008, No. 935, §1, approved Nov. 4, 2008, eff. Dec. 8, 
2008. 

§4. Approval of Private Schools 

Section 4. Upon application by a private elementary, secondary, or proprietary school with a sustained curriculum or specialized course of study of quality at least equal to that prescribed for similar public schools, the State Board ofEleme.ntary and Secondary Education shall approve 
the private school. A certificate issued by an approved private school shall carry the same privileges as one issued by a state public school. 

§5. Board of Regents 

Section 5.(A) Creation; Functions. The Board of Regents is created as a body corporate. It shall plan, coordinate, and have budgetary responsibility for all public postsecondary education and shan have other powers, duties, and responsibilities provided in this Seclion or by law. 

(8)(1) Membership; Terms. The board shall be composed of fifteen members, of whom t\vo members shall be from each congressional district and the remaining member or members shall be from the state at large appointed by the governor, with consent of the Senate, for overlapping terms of six years, following 
initial lerms which shall be fixed by law. T he board should be represenlative of lhe stale's populalion by race and gender to ensure diversity. 

(2) No person who has served as a member of the board for more than lwo and one-half terms in three consecutive terms shall be appointed to the board for the succeeding term. This Subparagraph shall not apply to any person appointed to the board prior lo the effective date of this Subparagraph, except that it shall 
apply to any term of service of any such person that begins after such date . 

(C) Vacancy. A vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of a term shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term by appointment by the governor, with consent of the Senate. 

(0) Powers. The Board of Regenls shall meet wilh the Stale Board of Elementary and Secondary Educalion at leasl twice a year lo coordinale programs of public elemenlary, secondary, vocational-lechnical, career, and higher education. The Board of Regents shall have the following powers, dulies, and 
responsibilities relating to public institutions of postsecondary education: 

(1) To revise or eliminate an exisling degree program, department of instruction, division, or similar subdivision 

(2) To approve, disapprove, or modify a proposed degree program, department of instruction, division, or similar subdivision. 

(3)(a) To study the need for and feasibility of creating a new institulion of postsecondary education, which includes establishing a branch of such an institution or converting any non-degree granting institution to an institution which granls degrees or converting any college or university which is limited to offering 
degrees of a lower rank than baccalaureate to a college or university that offers baccalaureate degrees or merging any institution of postsecondary education into any other institution of postsecondary education, establishing a new management board, and transferring a college or university from one board to another. 

(b) If the creation of a new institution, the merger of any institutions, the addition of another management board, or the transfer of an existing institution of higher education from one board to another is proposed, the Board of Regents shall report its written findings and recommendations to the legislature within one 
year. Only after the report has been filed, or after one year from the receipt of a request for a report from the legislature if no report is filed, may the legislature take affirmative action on such a proposal and then only by law enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of each house. 

(4) To formulate and make timely revision of a master plan for postsecondary education. As a minimum, the plan shall include a formula for equitable distribution of funds to the institutions of postsecondary education 

(5) To require that every postsecondary education board submit to it, at a time it specifies, an annual budget proposal for operational needs and for capital needs of each institution under the control of each board. The Board of Regents shall submit its budget recommendations for all institutions of postsecondary 
education in the state. It shall recommend priorities for capital construction and improvements 

(E) Powers Not Vested. Powers of management over public institutions of postsecondary education not specifically vested by this Section in the Board of Regents are reserved to the Board of Supervisors of Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College, the Board of Supervisors of Southern 
University and Agricultural and Mechanical College, the Board of Trustees for State Colleges and Universities, the Board of Supervisors of Community and Technical Colleges, and any other such board created pursuant to this Article, as to the institutions under the control of each. 

Acts 1998. 1st Ex. Sess .. No. 169. §1, approved Oct. 3. 1998. eff. Dec. 10, 1998; Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 170, §1, approved Oct. 3. 1998. eff. Nov. 5, 1998; Acts 2008, No. 935, §1. approved November 4, 2008, effective December 8. 2008; Acts 2012. No. 870. §1, approved November 6, 2012, effective 
December 10, 2012. 

§6. Board of Supen<isors for the University of Louisiana System 

Section 6.(A) Creation; Functions. The Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System is created as a body corporate. Subject to powers vested by this Article in the Board of Regents, it shall have supervision and management of state colleges and universities not managed by a higher education board 
created by or under this Article. 
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(8 )(1) Membership; Terms. The board shall be composed of fifteen members, of whom two members shall be from each congressional district and the remaining member or members shall be from the state at large, appointed by the governor with consent of the Senate. The members shall serve overlapping terms of 
six years, following initial terms fixed by law. 

(2) No person who has served as a member of the board for more than two and one-half terms in three consecutive terms shall be appointed to the board for the succeeding term. This Subparagraph shall not apply to any person appointed to the board prior to the effect ive date of this Subparagraph, except that it shall 
apply to any term of service of any such person that begins after such date. 

(C) Vacancy. A v acancy occurring prior to the expiration of a term shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term by appointment by the governor, with consent of the Senate. 

Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 168, §1, approved Oct. 3, 1998, eff. Dec. 10, 1998; Acts 2008, No. 935, §1, approved N ovember 4, 2008, effective December 8, 2008; Acts 2012, No. 8 70, §1, approved November 6, 20 12, effective December 10, 2012. 

§7. B oar d of Supenriso rs of L oui si ana State U n h ·ersi t y and A gr icu ltu ral and :Mech ani cal College; Board of Su p er v i sor s of Souther n U n iv er si ty an d A gricul t u r al an d :Mech an ical C ollege 

Section 7.(A) Creation; Powers. The Board of Supervisors of Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College and the Board of Supervisors of Southern University and Agricultural and Mechanical College are created as bodies corporate. Subject to powers vested by this Article in the Board of 
Regents, each shall supervise and manage the institutions, statewide agricultural programs, and other programs administered through its system. 

(8 )(1) Membership; Terms. Each board shall be composed of fifteen members, of whom two members shall be from each congressional district and the remaining member or members shall be from the state at large, appointed by the governor with consent of the Senate. The members shall serve overtapping terms of 
six years, following initial terms fixed by law. 

(2) No person who has served as a member of either board for more than two and one-half terms in three consecutive terms shall be appointed to the board for the succeeding term. This Subparagraph shall not apply to any person appointed to either board prior to the effective date of this Subparagraph, except that it 
shall apply to any term of service of any such person that begins after such date. 

(C) Vacancy. A v acancy occurring prior to the expiration of a term shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term by appointment by the governor, with consent of the Senate. 

Amended by Acts 2008, No. 935, §1, approved November 4, 2008, effective December 8, 2008; Acts 2012, No. 870, §1, approved November 6, 2012, effective December 10, 2012. 

§7.l. B oar d of Sup ervisor s of Commun ity an d T ech n ical C olleges 

Sect ion 7 .1.(A) Creation; Powers; Institutions; Divisions. ( 1) The Board of Supervisors of Community and Technical Colleges is created as a body corporate to manage the Louisiana Co1wnunity and Technical College System subj ect to powers vested by t his Article in the Board of 
Regents. The system shall include all programs of public postsecondary vocationa l-technical training, and, as proYided by law, institut ions of h igher education which offer associate degrees but not baccalaureate degrees and such programs and institutions shall be superv ised and 
managed by the board_ The system shall be comprised of two divisions, the vocational-technic.al division which shall include all public postsecondary vocational-technical schools and the community college division which shall include the community colleges in the syste.m 

(2) All public institutions which exclusively or predominantly provide programs of postsecondary vocat~onal-technical education shall be under the jurisdiction of the Board of Superv isors of Community and Technical Colleges. Such institutions may not b e transferred from the 
Louisiana Community and Technical College System. 

(3) The provision of any program subject to the supervision and management of and offered at any inst it ution under the jurisdiction of the Board of Supervisors of Community and Technical Colleges v,,;hich is not a degree program shall require no approval beyond that of the Board of 
Supervisors of Community and Technical Colleges. 

(B)(l) Membership; Terms; In itial M embership and Terms The board shall be composed of fifteen members appointed by the govemor, as provided by law. In addition , the board shall have two studem members as proYid ed by law. All members selected and appointed by the governor 
shall be appointed with the consent of the Senate. Of those members selected and appointed by the govemor, there shalt be two members from each congressional district and the remaining member or members from the state at large. The board should be representative of the state's 
population by race and gender to ensure diversity. The members selected and appointed by the go, ·em or shall serve terms of six years, except that the initial members shall serve tenns as provided by law. 

(2) No person who has served as a member of the board for more than two and one-half terms in three co nsecuti,·e terms shall be appointed to the board for the succeeding term. This Subparagraph shall not apply to any person appointed to the board prior to the effecti\"e date of this 
Subparagraph, except that it shall apply to any term of service of any such person that begins after such date .. 

(C) Vacancy. A vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of a tenn of a member selected and appointed by the go,·emor shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term by appointment by the governor, with consent of the Senate. Any other \"acancy shall be filled as provided by 
law. 

(D) Transitional Funding . Appropriations annually from the state ge.neral fund for Fiscal Years 1999-2000, 2000-2001, and 2001-2002, for those institutions o f higher education superv ised and managed in 1998 by each of the management boards of h igher education, that is the Board 
of SuperYisors of Louis iana State Un iversity and Agricultural and Mechanical College , the Board of Superv isors of Southern Un iversity and Agricultural and M echanical College, and the B oard of Trustees for State Colleges and Universities, respectively, shall be no less than the 
appropriations from the state general fund in Fiscal Year 1998-1999 for those same institutions of higher education regardless of their management boards. Appropriations annually from the state general fund for F iscal Years 1999-2000, 2000-2001, and 2001-2002, for those 
institutions in the Louisiana Community and Technical College System shall be no less than the state general fund appropriations in Fiscal Year 1998-1999 for those same institutions regardless of their management boards. Appropriations annually from the state general fund for Fiscal 
Years 1999-2000, 2000-200 I, and 2001-2002, for postsecondary vocational-technical education shall be no less than the total of all appropriations for such purpose from the state general fund for Fiscal Year 1998-1999. The provisions of this Paragraph shall be null and void for any 
such fiscal year in which state general fund revenues are less than the state general fund re\"enues of Fiscal Year 1998-1999 as detennined by the Revenue Estimating Conference. 

(E) The transfer of any institution of higher education to the Louisiana Community and Technical College System effected on July 1, 1999, pursuant to this Section shall not change the mission of or adversely affect the accreditat ion of such institution. 

Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 170, §1, approved Oct. 3, 1998, eff Nov. 5, 1998; Acts 2008, No. 935, §1, approved Nov. 4, 2008, •ff Dec. 8, 2008. 

§S. B oards; i\'lembership ; Compensat i on 

Section 8.(A) Dual Membership. No person shall be eligible to serve simultaneously on more than one board created by or pursuant to this Article. 

(B) Student Membership. The legislature may provide for the membership of one student on the boards created by Sections 5, 6 and 7 of this Article. The term of a student member shall not exceed one year, and no student member shall be eligible to succeed himself . A student m ember shall have all of the privileges 
and rights of other board members. 

(C) Compensation. A member of a board created by or pursuant to this Article shall serve without pay, but per diem and expenses may be provided by law. 

(D) Congressional District Members. In order to implement the provisions of Subparagraphs 5(8)(1), 6(B)(1), 7(8 )(1 ). and 7.1(8 )(1) of this Article, beginning on January 3, 2013, and beginning every ten years thereafter on the day the members of congress from newly reapportioned congressional dist ricts take office, 
any vacancy that occurs on the respective board from a congressional district from which there are two or more board members shall be fil led by appointment of an individual from a congressional district from which there are less than two members. After the membership includes two members from each 
congressional district, the next vacancy shall be filled by an appointment from the state at large. 

Amended by Acts 1980, No. 842, §1, approved Nov 4, 1980, eft Dec 9, 1980; Acts 2012, No 870, §1, approved No vember 6, 201 2, effective December 10, 2012 

§9. P ar ish Sch ool B oards ; P ar ish Superinten dents 

Section 9.(A) Boards. The legislature shall create parish school boards and provide for the election of their members. 

(B) Superintendents. Each parish board shall elect a superintendent of parish schools. The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shall fix the qualificati ons and pre.scribe the duties of the parish superintendent. He need not be a resident of th,e parish in which he serves. 

§10. E x isting B oards and Systems R ecognized ; C o nsol i d ation 

Section 10.(A} Recognition. Parish and city school board systems in existence on the effective date of th is constitution are recognized, subject to control and supervision by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and the power of the legislature to enact lmv--s affecting 
them. 

c00256489
Rectangle

c00256489
Rectangle

c00256489
Rectangle

c00256489
Rectangle

c00256489
Rectangle




